
Northern New York Library Network 
Serving libraries in Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Jefferson 

Lewis, Oswego and St. Lawrence counties. 

Mission 
The Northern New York Library Network is a regional multitype library agency primarily dedicat-
ed to cooperatively providing support and services necessary for all of its members to meet their       
individual goals. The Network serves libraries in the seven counties of Northern New York for the 
ultimate benefit of the library user. 

Membership 
The Northern New York Library Network is one of nine regional councils and is part of a coordi-
nated state-wide plan for service to all types of libraries. The Northern New York  Region covers 
the largest geographic area of the nine councils, serving libraries over a 10,000 square mile territo-
ry. Membership is open to any library falling within the Network’s territory as defined by the 
Board of Regents and which meets membership criteria. 
 

Current members include academic, law, medical, prison, public, school, and specialty libraries. 

Governance 
The Network is governed by a 14-member 
Board of Trustees, which includes representa-
tives from a variety of library types, as well as 
lay members. The Board’s main function is one 
of dealing with matters of policy, planning, and 
budget, while basic operation and administra-
tion are carried out by Network staff.  

History 
The Network is a multitype library organi-
zation chartered by the Regents in 1965. It 
provides a range of support services to      
libraries in the seven counties of Northern 
New York. Services include resource     
sharing programs, publications, access to 
research databases, specialized medical    
information services, regional catalogs, 
shared collection development, professional 
training  programs, archival consultations, 
disaster preparedness, conservation/
preservation programs, digitization, and 
electronic document delivery.  

P o i n t s  F r o m  T h e  N o r t h   

Advocacy 
The NNYLN advocates with New York 
State and federal  government leaders to 
support funding of libraries and library   
systems. 

The Network provides several digitization relat-
ed products and services, including its Northern 
New York Historical Newspapers data base and 
images on the New York Heritage site. The 
Network also provides customized digitization 
services to member libraries, sessions on digiti-
zation, and professional consultations concern-
ing all aspects of digitization.  

Digi za on 



Educa on Publica ons 
The Network publishes a variety of materials, 
including the Points North newsletter, online 
versions of the Archival Directory,  
Membership Directory, and In The Face of 
Disaster self-planning disaster manual. 

Finding/Contac ng Us 
Northern New York Library Network, 6721 US HWY 11, Potsdam, NY 13676 
Phone: (315) 265-1119     Fax: (315) 265-1881     www.nnyln.org 
 

Executive Director John Hammond           john@nnyln.org 

Resource Sharing 

The Network offers a wide range of     
continuing education programs. Events 
include webinars, conferences, and the 
Network’s annual meeting, which all pro-
vide opportunities for staff of libraries and 
historical agencies to receive training in a 
more condensed format. 

The Network has a long history of facilitating 
resource sharing within the seven-county     
service area. The  Network currently provides 
ICEPAC, a web-based catalog of more than 3 
million holdings, and ICICILL, a web-based 
interlibrary loan system. 
Other resource sharing applications provided 
by the Network include union listing and 
WorldCat Group Access. 
ICEPAC is the North Country's cooperative 
online catalog. It contains the holdings 
 information of 305 libraries in Clinton, Essex, 
Franklin, Jefferson, Lewis, Oswego, and 
St. Lawrence counties. 
ICICILL is the NNY Library Network's inter-
library loan module. It is a full-featured web-
based interlibrary loan management system 
which allows libraries to make requests to  
other Northern New York libraries and to 
track the status of those requests at any time.  
ILLiad: Seven member libraries are now using 
ILLiad as a resource sharing integration tool.  

The Network provides on-site technical assis-
tance, software, and continuing education for 
archives and local history repositories in their 
seven-county region.  

Documentary Heritage Program 

Hospital Library 
Services Program 

The Hospital Library Services Circuit Rid-
er Program provides cooperative services 
through the use of shared professional staff 
who make onsite visits to participating 
hospitals. The program provides infor-
mation services such as searching health 
sciences data bases, provision of current 
awareness materials, answering reference 
questions, making rounds, and advising 
and assisting in the preparation of policy 
and procedure. Participating hospitals are 
also provided with timely service between 
onsite visits through the use of clickable 
website information portals, telephone, 
fax, or email. The Network contracts with 
hospitals in Watertown and Plattsburgh to 
provide services to smaller hospitals and 
health sciences libraries. The shared      
services approach makes it possible to  
provide professional medical library      
services to area hospitals in a timely and 
cost effective manner.  


