
The NNY Library Network’s 48th Annual Meeting is just around the corner. So be sure to register! This year’s 
event will be held on Thursday, May 23 at the Riveredge Resort in Alexandria Bay. 

The day will consist of Coffee and Registration from 9:00-10:00 a.m., a Board Meeting at 9:00 a.m., the 
Morning Session at 10:00 a.m., Annual Meeting at 11:30 a.m., lunch at noon, and the Luncheon Speaker at 
1:00 p.m. There is no fee to attend. 

The morning session will be "Beyond the Book: From Libraries to Lifebraries” with Helene Blowers. 
As libraries continue to evolve to meet customers’ needs in a rapidly changing culture driven by technology, 
the concern over the future of print and the “book” remains core to their existence. In looking at current 
trends, however, there is evidence to suggest otherwise. The future of libraries may not be dependent on the 
creation or evolution of new service delivery models based upon the book, it may actually reside in something 
more “deeply local” and impactful. Join Helene Blowers in a lively conversation about cultural and technology 
trends that are shaping “new life” opportunities for libraries.    

Helene Blowers is a well-known speaker and consultant on library innovation and fresh 
practices. She is best known for the discovery learning program, Learning 2.0: 23 Things, 
which she created while serving as Technology Director for the Charlotte Mecklenburg  
Library (NC) that created a massive 2.0 learning movement among libraries worldwide. 
Helene joined OCLC in 2012 after serving five years with the Columbus Metropolitan     
Library as the Director of Digital Strategy.  

Luncheon speaker Jim Snack will discuss "The Magic of Collaboration.” In this program, spellbinding 
speaker and master magician Jim Snack introduces participants to the fundamentals of effective collabora-
tion. Through a series of active learning exercises participants will learn how to create shared vision, 
strengthen relationships, and move out of their comfort zone to trust others. Be prepared for a motivational 
program that combines magic, humor and audience participation.  

Jim Snack is a Certified Speaking Professional who works with the HUMOR Project, an 
organization in Saratoga Springs that promotes the positive power of humor and creativity. 
He specializes in creating programs that engage participants in active learning and       
presents programs on change, teamwork, creativity and communications. Jim is also an 
accomplished magician. His programs are a captivating blend of mirth, magic and         
message. 
 

For complete details and to register, go online to www.nnyln.org, click on “Professional Development,” then 
“Upcoming Classes.” 
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Tips	On	Using	lynda.com	To	Its	Fullest	Potential	
Individuals viewing tutorials, or planning on viewing 
them through the NNYLN’s subscription to 
lynda.com are encouraged to review the tools,   
enhancements, and best practices noted below. 

Explore how to use lynda.com. Check out the 
course How to Use lynda.com, which walks users 
through lynda.com content and website. It’s a great 
resource for learning how to find content quickly, 
and how to utilize lynda.com features.  

Boost business skills. Dive into the growing  
Business Skills category of courses, which diverges 
from the traditional core competencies focused on 
software tools and techniques. Spanning a wide 
range of “soft skills,” lynda.com business skills 
courses are applicable to all levels of an organiza-
tion.  

Try the mobile site and iOS app. Use a mobile 
device to access lynda.com and train on the go. 
Check out the mobile access webpage, or watch an 
instructional video. 

Get organized with playlists. Create and name 
up to 10 lists of courses. Use playlists to set and 
manage learning goals. To learn more, watch the 
playlists video. 

Leverage transcript keyword searches. Use 
lynda.com as a help desk, or to quickly get       
answers to specific questions. To learn more about 
keyword searching, watch the instructional video. 

Follow the latest releases via RSS feed. New 
content is displayed on the lynda.com homepage, 
and is included in the monthly newsletter. Another 
way to automatically receive information about 
new courses is to subscribe to the RSS feed. To 
learn more, watch the instructional video. 

Note: To get direct links to all of these sources, go 
to the Network’s website at www.nnyln.org, 
“Publications,” and this issue of the newsletter  
under “Points North.” All of the links will be active 
within this article. 



In the spring of 2013, the staff of participating libraries were invited to nominate students to receive the 8th  
Annual Northern New York Library Network Award for Outstanding Students in NNYLN Member Libraries. 

These students exemplify the standards and professionalism that make them role models for all student 
workers in libraries. Award winners were Elizabeth Hartz and Victoria Kocsis from Clarkson University, Dellyn 
Antione from Paul Smith’s College, Kimberly Guillan and Bryn Keenhold from St. Lawrence University, and  
Alta Patricia Wamsganz from Saranac Lake.  

Students	Awarded	For	“Outstanding”	Qualities 

(L	to	R)	St.	Lawrence	University’s	Public	Services	Coordinator	
Tish	Munt,	Kimberly	Guillen,	Bryn	Keenhold,	Library													
Assistant	/	ILL	Julia	Courtney,	and	Electronic	Services	/								
Reference	Librarian	Paul	Doty. 

Alta	Patricia	Wamsganz	(center)	with	Saranac	Lake	
Free	Library	Board	President	Diane	Peterson	and	
Library	Director	Peter	Benson.		

Victoria	Kocsis	and	Elizabeth	Hartz	from	
Clarkson	University.	

Dellyn	Antione	from	Paul	
Smith’s	College.	
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The NNY Library Network is joining the Greater 
Hudson Heritage Network, the NY3Rs, and several 
museums in a new venture called Connecting to 
Collections (C2C). 
The project will run through October 31, 2014 
and was created to help meet the training needs for 
the preservation of the at risk collections in New York 
State. It is funded by a grant from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services. 
The NNYLN will be disseminating promotional       
information, lending out equipment purchased 
through the grant, and provide a meeting location 
for webinars.  
Participants of webinars will have the opportunity to 
request an on-site consultation, and will also be able 
to borrow a Preservation Environmental Monitor 
(PEM2) for up to six months to collect environmental 
data. 
Series 1 of the webinars will be Protecting Cultural 
Collections and will include: 
 “Disaster Prevention, Preparedness” from 10:00 

a.m. - 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 18, 2013. 
 “Response and Recovery” from 10:00 a.m. - 

12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 6, 2013. 
Webinars in Series 2: Environmental Monitoring and 
Control will be “The Effect of Environment on       
Collection Materials” in September, “Developing an 
Environmental Monitoring Program” in October, 
“Using the PEM2 and its Software for Monitoring the 

NNYLN	Partners	With	Connecting	To	Collections	

Environment” in November, and “Sustainable Prac-
tices for Managing the Environment” in December. 
Five webinars are slated for Series 3: Care and   
Storage of Historic Collections, and three webinars 
are set for Series 4: Preservation of Digital          
Collections.  
Descriptions for all webinars and information on the 
C2C project may be found online at www.c2cnys.org 
Registration is now open for Series 1. 
C2C will also provide “How-To” web-based video  
tutorials. They are meant to build public knowledge, 
support and awareness. Information on the videos 
will be forth-coming. The C2C website provides    
resource information on Disaster Preparedness  
Planning, Preservation and Conservation Resources 
for Historic House Museums, and Preservation and 
Conservation Organizations.  

The terms of three members on the NNYLN’s        
Automation Committee will expire on June 30, 2013. 
These seats are currently held by April Bliss of      
Jefferson-Lewis School Library System, Caleb Moshier 
of Plattsburgh Public Library, and John Thomas of 
Jefferson Community College. 
The Regional Automation Committee is responsible 
for developing recommendations for the annual plan 
for regional automation activities. Smaller sub-sets of 
this committee are occasionally formed for special 
purposes. 
The Board of Trustees appoints members of this  
committee for a three-year term. Anyone interested 
in serving on this committee, or nominating someone 
to serve, is asked to send their name to John     
Hammond at john@nnyln.org by June 14. 

Automation	Committee	Seats 
The NNYLN has scheduled an “Ask Us 24/7” 
training for Tuesday, June 25, 2013 at its office 
in Potsdam. 
Training & Emerging Technologies Librarian 
Jaclyn McKewan of the Western New York Library 
Resources Council will be the instructor. She will 
be providing current users with an update - “tips 
and tricks” - to help them with their efforts, as 
well as giving an overview of the services for  
libraries that might want to join.  
The event will run from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
and lunch will be provided. There is no cost to 
attend. 
Please register through the NNYLN’s website, 
nnyln.org 

Ask	Us	24/7	Class	In	June 
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Archives	&	Special	Collections	Conference	Is	A	Hit	
The NNYLN held its 4th Annual Archives and Special Collections 
Conference on Friday, April 12, 2013 at the Crowne Plaza Resort in 
Lake Placid.  

Attendees listened to speakers Susan Hughes discuss “Put It In  
Writing,” and Cara Howe address “Creating Archival Exhibitions.” 

Participants had the following to say about the Conference: 

 “Both (speakers) related well to our museum!” 

 “All of the terms and forms were very useful because I’m new  
to all of this, so knowing there are ways for the library/special 
collections to protect itself was good to know.” 

 “Great presentations! Thank you!” 

 “It was all good! The presenters answered my questions 
and then some!!” 

 “This was comprehensive - can’t think of anything not    
covered.” 

The	Last	Printed	Issue	of	“Points	North”	
After 45 years of being a printed publication, the 
NNY Library Network’s “Points North” will be going 
digital. This is the final print edition of the news-
letter. 
 
As times and technology have changed, the    
Network decided it was time to move along with 
the trend. Future issues of “Points North” will be 
sent via email. While it has always been important 
to the Network to have current email addresses of 
members and associated institutions, it is more 
vital than ever.  

To everyone currently receiving the printed news-
letter, please make sure the Network has your 
email address so you will continue to receive    
important information pertaining to classes, 
events, photos and news. 
 
For those not currently receiving email notices 
from the NNYLN, please send email addresses to 
pouimet@nnyln.org 
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Attendees	have	time	to	interact	and	catch	up	
during	the	breaks.	

Speakers	Cara	Howe	(seated)	and		
Susan	Hughes	discuss	their	presenta‐
tions	before	the	Conference. 

More photos may be viewed online at: 
www.flickr.com/photos/nnyln/ 

 The NNY Library Network will be saying good-bye to Systems Manager Thomas Blauvelt on June 30, 
2013. Tom started with the North Country Reference and Research Resources Council (as the NNYLN 
was formerly known) on July 19, 1971, when he was appointed Head of Reference Services. Tom saw 
the growth of the Network as he moved with it from the St. Lawrence University campus, to Commerce 
Lane in Canton, to its existing building on Route 11 in Potsdam. He will be spending time traveling with 
his wife Marion, retired librarian from SUNY Potsdam.  

 Serials, Acquisitions, & Cataloging Librarian Robin Hutchinson retired at the end of March from St. 
Lawrence University’s O.D.Y. Library after working there for 18 years. SLU Director of Libraries Michael 
Alzo said, “Robin is a respected and influential colleague, and he will be mightily missed at the Libraries. 
His leadership role and effort in the management of electronic and print resources, serials, and govern-
ment documents; his activities and interactions with students and faculty in research consultations and 
the occasional library instruction class; his keen insights in discussions and conversations regarding    
library policy and procedures; the broad intellectual background he has brought to bear in collections 
development work; and the courteous, respectful, and gracious manner he brings in his relations with 
those who have had the pleasure of working or interacting with him, are all testaments to the valuable 
role Robin has played as a Librarian at St. Lawrence.” 

People	In	The	News	

Hillary Clinton to “Blood, Sweat and Tears” – that’s 
what can be discovered among the pages of the   
Jefferson Community College student newspapers 
which will be available online in May. 
A total of 2,077 images from 285 student papers are 
soon to be found online at http://news.nnyln.net/, a 
site available through the Northern New York Library 
Network. 
The student publication went through a number of 
name changes throughout the 48 years it’s been in 
print. Digitized issues start with two editions from 
1964 of the “Jefferson Community News.” Papers to 
follow consist of seven issues between 1965 and 
1966 of “The Cannoneer;” 183 issues between 1966 
and 1989 of “The Word;” seven issues of the 
“Jefferson Chronicle” between 1989 and 1992, but 
there are no papers from the 1990s; and finally 86 
issues of “The Cannon” from 1992 to 2012, with no 
issues from 1993 or 1994. 
“The Jefferson Community College newspapers    
present a vibrant story of student life at the college 
through the years,” noted JCC Melvil Dewey Library 
Director Connie Holberg. “Readers can see how    
students of the past were involved and passionate 
about so many issues, from politics to athletics. It’s 
interesting that much of the time period that the  

JCC	Student	Newspapers	Soon	To	Be	On‐Line	
Jefferson Community College student newspaper 
thrived coincided with a time nationally known for 
intense student dialogue and campus upheaval. We 
can see that Jefferson was not immune to those 
trends.  
“We are so fortunate that this rich history of our   
college is not lost and forgotten. Thanks to Northern 
New York Library Network and the persistence of 
JCC librarian John Thomas, this part of Jefferson’s 
story is alive once more,” Ms. Holberg added. 
Assistant Professor of English Dr. Stacy Pratt noted 
in relation to college history research, the news-
papers will be a nice complement to their digitized 
yearbook collection.  
"During the 50th anniversary celebration, my stu-
dents did projects comparing and contrasting college 
life at JCC in the 1960s with college life today, and 
we enjoyed looking through the old newspapers and 
other materials in the archives,” Dr. Pratt said. “One 
of the things we learned from that project is how 
delicate these resources are, physically. Having them 
online will preserve our college history - especially 
the less official history of daily student life, which is 
really at the heart of a college's culture and         
tradition. I look forward to using them!"  
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